MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES - WEDNESDAY, October 15, 2025
On Wednesday, September 17, 2025, the Maryland State Athletic Commission meeting was called to order by Chairman David Norman at 3:01p.m. Present were the following: Chairman David Norman, Commissioner Dr. Kristi Hall, Commissioner Carl Wilson, Commissioner James Wilkins, Commissioner James “Binky” Jones, Eric London, Assistant Attorney General and Counsel, Matthew McKinney, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Aajah Harris, Policy Director for O&P, Olga Escobar, Administrative Officer, and Executive Director Johnston Brown. This was a virtual meeting with Commission members, Commission staff, and the public using the Google Meets platform and it was recorded. 

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES
Minutes were discussed from the meeting of September 17, 2025. Commissioner Wilkins made a motion to approve the minutes and seconded by Commissioner Wilson. The minutes were unanimously approved. 

APPROVAL / CANCELLATION / RATIFICATION OF COMMISSION-
SANCTIONED EVENTS
Executive Director Johnston Brown advised the Commission that the following sanctioned wrestling event was cancelled; Voltage Wrestling on October 11th. In addition, the following wrestling event needed to be approved by the Commission; C3W Wrestling on October 11th. Commissioner Wilkins made a motion to approve C3W on October 11th and seconded by Commission Wilson. The motion was unanimously approved.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Chairman Dave Norman stated to the Commission that he was pleased to report that the new bout approval standard standards have been published on the Commission’s website and that all members of the public would be able to refer to the stated policy. Chairman Norman also advised the Commission that it has been asked to review its current policy on marijuana and THC testing. After a brief discussion among the Commissioners, it was agreed that the Commission would table the issue until a later meeting.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Johnston Brown gave an update to the Commission regarding the Commission’s Blood Testing Policy. He stated that due to the 90 day requirement in the statute, the statute would need to be amended and that the earliest that change could happen would be October 2026. He also expressed to the Commission that fighters in any combative sport who have prescriptions for Adderall must receive clearance from the National Anti-Doping Agency in order to use the medication while participating in a fight. He stated that individuals who do not have clearance will receive a suspension from the Commission. 

REVIEW OF COMMISSION SANCTIONED EVENTS
Executive Director Johnston Brown advised the Commission about the boxing and wrestling events from the previous month. Those events included the following:
Jeter Promotions Boxing, September 20th, Fort Washington
MCW Wrestling, September 20th, Joppa
MCW Wrestling, October 10th, Ridgley
MCW Wrestling, October 11th, Frederick
ACW Wrestling, September 26th, Annapolis
Ponytail Promotions Boxing, September 27th, Baltimore
AWA Wrestling, September 27th, Waldorf

UPCOMING EVENTS
Executive Director Johnston Brown led the Commission in a discussion of upcoming events, which included the following:

Micro Wrestling All-Stars, October 18th, Boonsboro
ACW Wrestling, October 24th, Salisbury
ACW Wrestling, November 1st, Baltimore
ACW Wrestling, November 14th, Hagerstown
AWA Wrestling, October 25th, Waldorf
MCW Wrestling, October 18th, Joppa
MCW Wrestling, October 25th, Hampsted
MCW Wrestling, November 1st, Hollywood
MCW Wrestling, November 2nd, Baltimore
MCW Wrestling, November 15th, Joppa
F1ght Club Wrestling, October 26th, Cheverly
Shogun Fights 31 MMA, November 15th, Maryland Live!

A motion to approve the upcoming Micro Wrestling All-Stars event on October 18th was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Wilkins. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission. 
A motion to approve the upcoming ACW Wrestling events on October 24th, November 1st and November 14th was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Wilkins. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission. 
A motion to approve the upcoming AWA Wrestling event on October 25th was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Wilkins. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission. 
A motion to approve the upcoming MCW Wrestling events on October 18th, October 25th, November 1st, November 2nd, and November 15th was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Wilkins. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission. 
A motion to approve the upcoming F1ght C1ub Wrestling event on October 26th was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Wilkins. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission. 
A motion to approve the upcoming Shogun Fight on November 15th was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Wilkins. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission. 


NEW BUSINESS
Executive Director Jay Brown stated to the Commission that he recently had a conference call with Mr. Charles Smith, co-owner of Rising Star Entertainment Group, which is a professional wrestling company who is looking to institute a national apprenticeship for professional wrestling.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Boxing promotor Christen Jeter asked the Commission that on top of extending the blood acceptance to 90 days, if the Commission was going to do the same for the eye exams as well. Mrs. Jeter then asked if the Commission had made any progress in increasing the maximum number of rounds. 
Boxing promotor Tony Jeter expressed his concerns regarding fees the Commission imposes on promotors. He also reiterated the need for an extension on medicals for fighters due to the cost it has on promoters. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Dave Norman called for a motion for adjournment at roughly 3:59 pm that was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner Wilkins. The motion was unanimously approved by the Commission. 
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