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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES


Date: 			October 16, 2025

Time: 			10:30 a.m.

Location: 		100 S. Charles Street, Tower 1
			Conference Room 3309
Baltimore, MD 21201
Held via Video Conference
meet.google.com/qks-niad-yfo	
By Phone via Teleconference  
1-414-909-7588 (PIN: 385820141)

Members Present:	Joseph Radtka, Chairman
Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman, Industry Member
Leif Hancock, Industry Member
Craig Stokes, Industry Member
Robert Parker, Consumer Member

Absent:		Megan Klepsig, Industry Member

LABOR Officials & Staff Present:  John Dove, Commissioner, Occupational and Professional
   Licensing
Sarah McDermott, Asst. Commissioner, Occupational and 
                           Professional Licensing
Charles Marquette, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Matthew McKinney, Legislative Liaison, Occupational and
   Professional Licensing
LaKissha Thornton, Administrative Officer III

OTHERS PRESENT: Wayne Fishpaw, Pipe Trades Technologies
   Kathy Stradley, MPHCC
   Laura Bjorn,  JCM Associates
   Earl Slacum, Mid Atlantic Propane Association
   Jessie Fields, Mid Atlantic Propane Association
   Jonthan Sargeant, Omega Plex
			
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Radtka called the October 16, 2025, Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to order, virtually, at 10:37 a.m. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

A motion to adopt the agenda of October 16, 2025, Business Meeting was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Stokes, and unanimously approved by the Board. 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk145686033]  
A motion to approve the September 18, 2025, Business Meeting Minutes was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Mr. Parker and unanimously approved by the Board without amendment.   

PLUMBING COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

Vice-Chairman Hinkhaus reported the following findings of the Complaint Committee:

	Closed Complaint
	Under Investigation
	Sent for A.G. Pre-Charge
	Criminally Charged

	26-0005
	25-0029
	25-0027
	

	26-0009
	25-0034
	25-0032
	

	26-0010
	25-0037
	25-0035
	

	
	25-0040
	25-0036
	

	
	
	25-0039
	



A motion to accept the findings of the Complaint Committee was made by Mr. Hancock, seconded by Mr. Parker, and unanimously approved by the Board. 

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT

There were no applications to be reviewed and no report necessary. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

Ms. Thornton reported the following statistical summary submitted by PSI for September 2025: 
[bookmark: _Hlk201045125]		                   	       Candidates        	Passed		Failed	     	     Pass %
				          Tested
	[bookmark: _Hlk174351326]Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	9
	3
	6
	33%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	30
	13
	17
	40%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	5
	2
	3
	40%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	37
	11
	26
	30%

	                              TOTAL
	81
	29
	52
	36%



Ms. Thornton further reported that since January 2025, 817 candidates were tested, 312 candidates passed, 505 failed, for a pass rate of 38%. Since the inception of the test, 12,755 candidates were tested, 4,640 candidates passed, 8,115 failed, for a pass rate of 36%. There are currently 13,800 active licensees. 

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to be discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS

CSST:
Chairman Radtka informed the Board that there were no new updates regarding the CSST study and that it is now illegal to sell non arch resistance CSST in Maryland.

COMAR 09.20.01—Code Adoption:
Chairman Radtka asked if there were any new updates on the code adoption regulation. Director Marquette stated that the regulation was awaiting final approval from the Secretary’s office. Mr. McKinney stated that he would send a reminder to the Secretary’s Office to try and speed the process along.  

DC Reciprocity Agreement:
Director Marquette stated that the agreement with he District of Columbia Board of Industrial Trades  had been fully executed and was now in place. Counsel Kinstler as if the agreement was for licensed Plumber/Gas Fitters only or if it included Gas Fitters as well. Director Marquette confirmed that the agreement was only for Master and Journeyman Plumber/Gas Fitters and that a backflow certification was required.  

Request for Propane Certificate Acceptance:
Ms. Thornton stated the Mr. Earl Slacum from the Mid Atlantic Propane Association attended the meeting and that he wished to address the Board. Chairman Radtka invited Mr. Slacum to address the Board. Mr. Slacum thanked the Board for their time and reminded them of the discussion that was held at the September meeting. At the meeting, Mr. Slacum requested that the Board review a proposed transcript that would be given to people who have completed propane gas instruction online through the Mid Atlantic Propane Association. He continued, stating that since the meeting a change had been made and that people who completed online instruction would receive the same certificate as those who completed classroom instruction. He requested that the Board accept both the online and classroom training to obtain and Propane Gas Fitter Certificate from the Board.  

A motion to accept both the online and classroom propane instruction given by the Mid Atlantic Propane Association to obtain a Propane Gas Fitter Certificate was made by Mr. Parker, seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus and was approved by majority vote, will all members but Mr. Stokes voting to approve the motion. 

Listing of Approve Natural Gas Fitter Training Provider:
Chairman Radtka asked Director Marquette if any steps had been taken to compile a list of approved natural gas fitter training providers.  Mr. Marquette stated staff was still in the process of collecting data from the current providers and would be sending out correspondence soon. Chairman Radtka stated that he would like to place the item on the December 2025 agenda for discussion. 
NEW BUSINESS

There was no New Business to be discussed. 

Before the Board reports, Chairman Radtka asked Mr. Sargeant if he was aware of any other information regarding CSST use or sale in Maryland. Mr. Sargeant stated that he had attended some of the meetings held by the group conducting the CSST study. Chairman Radtka expressed that he felt that while the manufacturers of arc-resistant CSST did not require it to be bonded, he felt that is should be a requirement in Maryland for safety reasons. Mr. Sargeant agreed and suggested that the Board, perhaps, add a regulation to that effect and stated that, if possible, that it be added as a code change. Chairman Radtka stated that he would look into the possibility of a regulatory or code change and report back at the next meeting.  

Mr. Fishpaw asked Chairman Radtka if the Board would make a formal announcement regarding the implementation of the D.C. reciprocity agreement. Chairman Radtka stated that it would be recorded in the meeting minutes, and Director Marquette stated that a formal announcement would be made on the website and through the Department of Labor’s social media sites.   

Ms. Bjorn asked if applicants for reciprocity must hold both a plumber and gas fitter license to be eligible to reciprocate. Chairman Radtka stated that they must have both the plumber and gas fitter portion of the license. Mr. Stokes asked when the agreement would go into effect. Director Marquette confirmed that the application had gone live and that applications had been received. Ms. Bjorn asked if the Board would consider issuing a stand-alone plumber license, as opposed to a plumber gas fitter license.  Counsel Kinstler stated that that change would have to be made by the legislature. Counsel Kinstler then stated that while the window for the Board to propose legislation for the 2026 legislative session had closed, a private citizen or organization could work to have such a bill sponsored and submitted to the legislature for the 2026 session. Mr. Stokes posed a question regarding having a stand-alone plumber license. He used gas water heater installation, asking if a person who only had a plumber license would be able to complete the entire installation or if they would only be able to perform the parts of the installation that did not deal with gas piping. Chairman Radtka confirmed that was correct, they would only be able to perform the parts that did not deal with gas piping. Chairman Radtka also stated that instituting a separate plumber license may impact the reciprocity agreement with WSSC or Baltimore County.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Marquette did not offer a report. 

COUNSEL’S REPORT

Counsel did not offer a report, but did remind the Board that they would be asked to convene in a Closed Session.

CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chairman did not offer a report but did express a desire to try to establish a reciprocal agreement with Virginia. He asked Director Marquette if he had heard anything from Virginia regarding a potential reciprocal agreement. Director Marquette confirmed that he had not.  
[bookmark: _Hlk144984246]CLOSED SESSION

[bookmark: _Hlk191542999][bookmark: _Hlk126665695]The State Board of Plumbing convened in a closed session to review a license application at 11:13 a.m., via Google Meet, pursuant to § 3-305(b)(2) and (7) of the Gen. Prov. Art., Md. Ann. Code, to protect the privacy and reputation of license applicants and to obtain advice provided by Counsel regarding the license applications upon a motion by Mr. Parker, which was seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus, and by a roll call vote, unanimously approved.
REVIEW OF LICENSE APPLICATION:

Application .01 
Counsel presented an application submitted for an Apprentice Plumber/Gas Fitter license. The applicant has a 2014 conviction for a 2013 offense. He was convicted of sex abuse of a minor, a felony, for which he was sentenced incarceration for ten (10) years, all of which was suspended, but 30 days and probation for five (5) years. The applicant was not charged with having sex with, raping, or any other forced sexual contact with the child. The applicant is required to register as a Tier III sex offender. His court ordered therapist indicated that the applicant was not likely to reoffend.  

The Board considered all materials the applicant provided. After discussion by the Board, Mr. Parker moved to approve the apprentice license application. The motion was seconded by Mr. Hinkhaus and unanimously approved by the Board.  

A motion to return to the business meeting was made by Mr. Stokes, seconded by Mr. Hancock, and unanimously approved by the Board at 11:42 a.m.

The Board resumed the open session of the meeting at 11:44 a.m.  

Mr. Hancock moved to adopt the findings of the Board’s closed session on October 16, 2025. The motion was seconded by Parker and unanimously approved by the Board. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the October 16, 2025 Business Meeting was made by Mr. Hinkhaus, seconded by Stokes, and unanimously approved by the Board. The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.  


__________________________                        ______________
Charles Marquette                                                    Date
Executive Director

   
Signed on behalf of the Board as voted and approved on: ________
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