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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND CONSENT ORDER

‘This matter comes befure the Maryland Reul Estate Commission (*Commission™) as the

result of the Commission conducting o random audit of Abigail Osci Duodu (“Respondent™) to
determine whether the Respondent complied with the continuing education requirements in the
Maryland  Reul fistate Broher's Act ("Act™, Ml Code Ann.. Business Qccupations &
Professions Article (“BOP*) §17-315 and reluted regulations in the Code of Maryland
Repulutions (“COMAR™) 09.11.06 1. sey. during the 2-year period preceding the Respomdent’s
spphication 1o renew the Kespondent's license registimtion number 05 SU0SIAY Ax u result of the
auihit, the Commussion determinet) that the Respondent Tailed to comply with BOP 17318 and
opened o complaint. ‘1o resolve thal Compluint, the Commission and the Respondent agree and
stiplate te follows:

1. At all selovant tisnes the Comminsion had, md continues o have, jurisdiction over the
aubject matter of the conplning nmd the Respondent, o Conumission licensee

2. the Act provides that " qualily for tenewal of o license umler thas subtitle, a
Higenmee sl compete at least 13 clock hows of continuing education insuction as
povided in aubsection (h) ol this soction during the preceding -svar tewn,” HOP
§17:315(n). '

1 Under BOP g1 008000, 0 Jeonsee st complete the Tolluwing spevitie continmng
gelucation hustruciun. .

(i) Al least 4 9 clock homs of continsing eduention stiicton it et to real estate
it ia Infendial 0 analat o licennes i providing veal eanie Brvhetage wivives to e
i Bt s anine elDeint mnd eoctive nme, prov indend the subject matter 35 wlated
oo bueshpolonga thiiz pehilic iy on el venl edbider

(i) A bt ome 8 el B conres Tt aitlines pelevant vivnges that have svist i
ferderatd, Wi, o local D il pegmlnthoni, court vonen il wduatiy teads that have
an dipaet o et Jnws ol wepnlationn, o any wmlm\pmm o thine lawy,
reginthosn, dinnd casea, il iliot tvnla, -

(o 1 AL leaut e 1.9 vlegk luna ense it ontlines tedeeal, State, mnd foeat fafe howsig
fnwa sl aegeilnthonn, Jonhindig fike honning addyertising,



(d) At lcast one 3 clock hour ethics course that includes a discussion of: the Maryland
Code qf Ethics; the practice of flipping: fraudulent real estate practices; and
professionalism as it relates to the Maryland Code of Ethics, including a discussion
rclated to conflict resolution and a licensee’s duty 1o respect the public. peers, and
property.

(c) At least one 3 clock hour court that includes the principles of real estate brokerage
relationships and disclosurcs.

(f) For the renewal of a real estatec broker licensc, the rencwal of the licensc of an
individual designated as a branch office manager or team leader, at lcast one 3 clock
hour course that includes the requirements of broker supervision.

4. To be acceptable for credit as a continuing education course under BOP §17-315. the
course shall cover | or more topics approved by the Commission.

5. The Respondent submitted an electronic application for the renewal/reinstatement of
the Respondent’s license for the renewal period beginning 06/20/2023 through
06/20/2025 certifying that the Respondent had completed the required 15 clock hours
of continuing education instruction.

6. Upon submission of the application, the Commission notified the Respondent that the
Respondent's application had been sclected for a random audit to confirm the
Respondent’s compliance with BOP §17-315.

7. Based on the audit the Commission determined that the Respondent failed to comply
with BOP §17-315 by completing the required 15 clock hours of continuing education
instruction before submitting a renewal application. .

!

8. Based on the Respondents failure to comply with BOP §|7-3i5, the Commission
opened a complaint against the Respondent. Pursuant to BOP §17-322(b). "Subject to
the hearing provisions of §17-324 of this subtitle, the Commission may deny a license
to any applicant, reprimand any licensec or suspend or revoke a license if the
applicant or licensee: (1) fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a
license for the applicant or licensee or for another; (32) violates any other provision
of this title.” Further, pursuant to BOP §17-322(c)(1) “Instead of, or in addition to
reprimanding a licensec or suspending or revoking a'license under this section, the
Commission may impose a penalty not excecding $5000 for each violation.™

9. To resolve the Commission’s complaint against the Respondent without a formal
hearing, the Respondent consents to the Commission entering an Order:

(a) Finding that the Respondent violated BOP §17-322(b) (1) and (32) by failing to
comply with BOP §17-315;

(b) Requiring the Respondent to pay a civil penalty of $1,500.00 and administrative
fee of $100.00 for one renewal periods within sixty (60) days of the date of this
Consent Order;



10. The Respondent acknowledges and agrees that the clock hours of continumg
education instruction the Respondent completed to comply with the terms of this
Scttlement Agreement and Consent Order shall not apply to any future renewals of
the Respondents” license.

11. The Respondent further agrees that should Respondent fail to comply with the terms
of this Settlement Agrecment and Consent Order, the C ommission may automatically
suspend any real estate licenses the Respondent holds without a formal hcaring and
may continue to suspend any real estate licenses the Respondent holds until the
Respondent has fully complied with the terms of this Settlement Agreement and
Conscent Order.

12. By entering into this Settlement Agreecment and Consent Order, the Respondent
cxpressly waives the right to: have the Commission issue written charges against the
Respondent: an administrative hearing before the Commission or its designee on the
charges: the making of Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law by the Commission
or its designec: any other proceedings before the Commission: and rights to petilion

. for judiéih],iﬁdvig\'s"inﬁp court of competent jurisdiction; and any other rights of appeal
from this Settlement Agreement and Consent Order.

13. Having read and understanding the terms of this Settlement Agrecment and Consent
Order, the Respondent enters this Secttlement Agreement and Consent Order
knowingly, voluntarily. and willingly, and acknowledges that the Respondent had the
opportunity to obtain legal advice from private counsel before choosing to enter into
this Settlement Agreement and Consent Order.

14. The Commission and the Respondent agree this Settlement Agreement and Consent
Order shall serve as the final resolution of this matter, shall be a part of the -
Respondent’s licensing record, and that the Commission’s records and publications
shall reflect the terms of this Settlement Agreement and Consent Order.

BASED,ON THE /m'm%snpumnous AND AGREEMENTS, IT IS THIS
bay of_/[I1[Z . 2024, BY THE MARLAND REAL ESTATE

COMMISSION:

ORDERED that the Respondent has violated BOP §17-322(b) (1) ahd (33) by failing to
comply with the continuing education requirements in BOP §17-315; and it is further,

ORDERED that having considered the seriousness of the violation, the harm caused by
the violation, the good faith of the licensee, and any history of previous violations by the
licensee, the Commission imposces a civil penalty of $1,500.00 for the violation and a $100.00
administrative fee, which the Respondent shall pay to the Commission within sixty (60) days of
the entry of this Settlement Agreement and Consent Order; and it is further
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ORDERED . ik
complete to comply ::l:; ::1:/1 -y i! k;:flﬁgfﬂ'l sopfinulng wliction T, Bepnes
) ] ¢ terms of this Scltlement Agreeme 0 ot
apply to any future renewals: and it is further Agreement and Consent Order shall it

fee o ?RD‘ER‘E’D that S““““% (he Respondent fail lo pay the civil penalty and administrative
o ‘3' '-‘Bmp etc the hours of continuing cducation instruction required by this Sculement
greement and Consent Order and submit the course completion certificates to the Commission

within sixty (60) days of the date of this Settlement Agreement snd Consent Order, all reul estate

licenses the Respondent holds shall be automatically suspended without 2 formal hearing and
fully complied with the terms of this

shall continue to be suspended until the Bcspnndcnt has
Settlement Agreement and Consent Order; and it is further

ORDERED that the Commission’s records und publications shall reflect the terms of this

Sculement Agreement and Consent Order.
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